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under these Rules. Notice of such spe-
cial rules shall be published in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER and, after the effective
date specified in such notice, they shall
have effect as if they were a part of
these Rules.

(d) Traffic separation schemes may
be established for the purpose of these
Rules. Vessel traffic service regula-
tions may be in effect in certain areas.

(e) Whenever the Secretary deter-
mines that a vessel or class of vessels
of special construction or purpose can-
not comply fully with the provisions of
any of these Rules with respect to the
number, position, range, or arc of visi-
bility of lights or shapes, as well as to
the disposition and characteristics of
sound-signaling appliances, the vessel
shall comply with such other provi-
sions in regard to the number, position,
range, or arc of visibility of lights or
shapes, as well as to the disposition
and characteristics of sound-signaling
appliances, as the Secretary shall have
determined to be the closest possible
compliance with these Rules. The Sec-
retary may issue a certificate of alter-
native compliance for a vessel or class
of vessels specifying the closest pos-
sible compliance with these Rules. The
Secretary of the Navy shall make these
determinations and issue certificates
of alternative compliance for vessels of
the Navy.

(f) The Secretary may accept a cer-
tificate of alternative compliance
issued by a contracting party to the
International Regulations if it deter-
mines that the alternative compliance
standards of the contracting party are
substantially the same as those of the
United States.

(g) The operator of each self-pro-
pelled vessel 12 meters or more in
length shall carry, on board and main-
tain for ready reference, a copy of
these Rules.

§83.02 Responsibility (Rule 2).

(a) Nothing in these Rules shall exon-
erate any vessel, or the owner, master,
or crew thereof, from the consequences
of any neglect to comply with these
Rules or of the neglect of any pre-
caution which may be required by the
ordinary practice of seamen, or by the
special circumstances of the case.

§83.03

(b) In construing and complying with
these Rules due regard shall be had to
all dangers of navigation and collision
and to any special circumstances, in-
cluding the limitations of the vessels
involved, which may make a departure
from these Rules necessary to avoid
immediate danger.

§83.03 General definitions (Rule 3).

For the purpose of these Rules and
Subchapter E, except where the con-
text otherwise requires:

(a) The word vessel includes every de-
scription of water craft, including non-
displacement craft, WIG craft and sea-
planes, used or capable of being used as
a means of transportation on water.

(b) The term power-driven vessel
means any vessel propelled by machin-
ery.

(c) The term sailing vessel means any
vessel under sail provided that propel-
ling machinery, if fitted, is not being
used.

(d) The term wvessel engaged in fishing
means any vessel fishing with nets,
lines, trawls, or other fishing appa-
ratus which restricts maneuverability,
but does not include a vessel fishing
with trolling lines or other fishing ap-
paratus which do not restrict maneu-
verability.

(e) The word seaplane includes any
aircraft designed to maneuver on the
water.

(f) The term wvessel not under command
means a vessel which, through some
exceptional circumstance, is unable to
maneuver as required by these Rules
and is therefore unable to keep out of
the way of another vessel.

(g) The term wvessel restricted in her
ability to maneuver means a vessel
which, from the nature of her work, is
restricted in her ability to maneuver as
required by these Rules and is there-
fore unable to keep out of the way of
another vessel. The term wvessels re-
stricted in their ability to maneuver in-
clude, but are not limited to:

(i) A vessel engaged in laying, serv-
icing, or picking up a navigation mark,
submarine cable, or pipeline;

(ii) a vessel engaged in dredging, sur-
veying, or underwater operations;

(iii) a vessel engaged in replenish-
ment or transferring persons, provi-
sions, or cargo while underway;
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§83.04

(iv) a vessel engaged in the launching
or recovery of aircraft;

(v) a vessel engaged in mine clear-
ance operations;

(vi) a vessel engaged in a towing op-
eration such as severely restricts the
towing vessel and her tow in their abil-
ity to deviate from their course.

(h) [Reserved]

(i) The word underway means that a
vessel is not at anchor, or made fast to
the shore, or aground.

(j) The words length and breadth of a
vessel mean her length overall and
greatest breadth.

(k) Vessels shall be deemed to be in
sight of one another only when one can
be observed visually from the other.

(1) The term restricted visibility means
any condition in which visibility is re-
stricted by fog, mist, falling snow,
heavy rainstorms, sandstorms, or any
other similar causes.

(m) The term Wing-In-Ground (WIG)
craft means a multimodal craft which,
in its main operational mode, flies in
close proximity to the surface by uti-
lizing surface-effect action.

(n) Western Rivers means the Mis-
sissippi River, its tributaries, South
Pass, and Southwest Pass, to the navi-
gational demarcation lines dividing the
high seas from harbors, rivers, and
other inland waters of the TUnited
States, and the Port Allen-Morgan City
Alternate Route, and that part of the
Atchafalaya River above its junction
with the Port Allen-Morgan City Alter-
nate Route including the Old River and
the Red River.

(0) Great Lakes means the Great
Lakes and their connecting and tribu-
tary waters including the Calumet
River as far as the Thomas J. O’Brien
Lock and Controlling Works (between
mile 326 and 327), the Chicago River as
far as the east side of the Ashland Ave-
nue Bridge (between mile 321 and 322),
and the Saint Lawrence River as far
east as the lower exit of Saint Lambert
Lock.

(p) Secretary means the Secretary of
the Department in which the Coast
Guard is operating.

(a) Inland Waters means the navigable
waters of the United States shoreward
of the navigational demarcation lines
dividing the high seas from harbors,
rivers, and other inland waters of the
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United States and the waters of the
Great Lakes on the United States side
of the International Boundary.

(r) Inland Rules or Rules means these
Inland Navigational Rules and the an-
nexes thereto, which govern the con-
duct of vessels and specify the lights,
shapes, and sound signals that apply on
inland waters.

(s) International Regulations means
the International Regulations for Pre-
venting Collisions at Sea, 1972, includ-
ing annexes currently in force for the
United States.

Subpart B—Steering and Sailing
Rules

CONDUCT OF VESSELS IN ANY CONDITION
OF VISIBILITY

§83.04 Application (Rule 4).

Rules 4 through 10 (§§83.04 through
83.10) apply in any condition of visi-
bility.

§83.05 Look-out (Rule 5).

Every vessel shall at all times main-
tain a proper look-out by sight and
hearing as well as by all available
means appropriate in the prevailing
circumstances and conditions so as to
make a full appraisal of the situation
and of the risk of collision.

§83.06 Safe speed (Rule 6).

Every vessel shall at all times pro-
ceed at a safe speed so that she can
take proper and effective action to
avoid collision and be stopped within a
distance appropriate to the prevailing
circumstances and conditions. In deter-
mining a safe speed the following fac-
tors shall be among those taken into
account:

(a) By all vessels:

(i) The state of visibility;

(ii) The traffic density including con-
centration of fishing vessels or any
other vessels;

(iii) The maneuverability of the ves-
sel with special reference to stopping
distance and turning ability in the pre-
vailing conditions;

(iv) At night, the presence of back-
ground light such as from shore lights
or from back scatter of her own lights;
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